
Busting the Myths  
of A3 Printing
How large printouts help small business improve communication 
and win new business without breaking the bank
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Introduction
Do you cut corners when producing printed sales and 
communication documents because you can’t justify the cost? 
You’ll be surprised to learn that it may not be as expensive as 
you think. 

First impressions count and well-presented, accurate documents 
have the potential to make or break a business opportunity. This 
is especially true for companies that rely on detailed drawings, 
large spreadsheets or complex graphs to better communicate 
with customers and keep staff updated on important 
information affecting the business. 

How you present proposals, new concepts, plans, reports 
and	financial	information	has	a	direct	impact	on	the	way	
prospective customers, existing clients, staff, suppliers and other 
stakeholders	experience	your	business.	It	can	influence	their	
perceptions of your professionalism, attention to detail and level 
of commitment. 

Using visual tools for effective communication is critical. 
Failing to do so may result in lost customers or confused staff, 
simply because they don’t understand the message you are 
trying to convey. In business, using the power of printing to 
communicate continues to prevail, despite reliance on the 
screen. A 2013 study found that by limiting the way people 
navigate texts or documents, screens impair understanding of 
the information presented1.

While every business is different and not all small businesses 
will have an A3 printing requirement, it is important for 
business owners to assess their visual communications strategy. 
Understanding	how	your	business	can	benefit	from	more	
intuitive printing capabilities, and investing in the appropriate 
devices can be a smart business decision,  particularly if you rely 
on the use of complex and detailed visuals. 

Unfortunately, many people still believe that A3 printers are 
beyond the realm of affordability for smaller businesses and are 
too	bulky	for	tight	office	spaces.	With	advancements	in	modern	
printing technology, this is no longer the case. 

This guide will dispel the myths of A3 printers and explain how 
they can make it easier to convey complex information to clients 
and staff, helping you to communicate more effectively. 

Who is this eBook for? 
This guide is for owners and general managers of small 
businesses	that	can	benefit	from	A3	printing.		Your	business	will	
regularly use models, graphs, maps, drawings, diagrams, plans 
and tables to engage customers and staff, or you may own or 
work for a: 

• Finance	and	accounting	firm
• Legal practice
• Medical centre
• Architecture	or	building	design	firm
• Building construction, engineering or development company
• Town planning consultancy 
• Events or project management business 

What you can expect from this guide
• Understand why well-presented and accurate documents 

are critical to business success
• Learn about the A3 printing myths that may be costing your 

business 
• Uncover seven ways to make complex information easier  

to digest
• Discover how to implement A3 printing solutions that boost 

the bottom line
• Find out what to look for when choosing an A3 printer

1	The	Reading	Brain	in	the	Digital	Age:	The	Science	of	Paper	versus	Screen,	Scientific	American,	11	April	2013,	
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/reading-paper-screens/	

Wyzowl, The Power of Visual Communication



Myth 1:  
A3 printers are too expensive

The myth
A3 printers cost thousands of dollars 
to maintain and aren’t worth the 
investment for smaller businesses. It’s 
cheaper to outsource A3 printing jobs to 
print houses. 

The truth
With advancements in modern printing 
technology, A3 printers have never been 
more affordable. As part of a managed 
print service, which includes regular 
maintenance, troubleshooting and 
consumables management, A3 printers 
are available from as little as $1.85 a day. 

Outsourcing A3 printing can also be a 
costly exercise. Unless you’re ordering in 
bulk	(which	ties	up	cash	flow),	per	page	
print costs can be expensive. It also puts 
your team under extra pressure to work to 
an external print deadline and means you 
can’t make last minute changes. 

Investing in an in-house printer can save 
your business time and money in the  
long run. It allows you to produce high 
quality	A3	documents	in	the	office	
quickly, cost-effectively and on-demand 
as required. 

Investing in an  
in-house printer can 
save your business 
time and money in 
the long run. 

A3 printers are now 
available in compact 
desktop models

Myth 2:  
A3 printers take up too much 
space in the office

The myth
A3 printers are huge. They need their 
own	exclusive	corner	in	the	office	or	a	
dedicated print room, which I don’t have 
space for. 

The truth
The printer game has changed 
significantly.	A3	printers	are	now	available	
in compact desktop models that are 
similar in size to A4 multifunction printers. 

This	means	that	an	A3	printer	can	fit	
comfortably on a desktop, making it 
easier for staff to collect printouts (think 
about how much time your team wastes 
by having to walk back and forth to the 
other	side	of	the	office	to	pick	up	print	
jobs).	Smaller	A3	printers	can	also	free	
up	valuable	floor	space,	which	can	be	a	
costly commodity when you think about 
the cost of rental real-estate.

With a desktop A3 printer, you can enjoy 
all	the	benefits	of	high	quality	printouts	
and	the	output	of	a	large	floor	standing	
device without compromising on space. 

Busting the myths of A3 printing
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Myth 3:  
I don’t really need A3 printing

The myth
I can make do with shrinking a detailed drawing, large 
spreadsheet or complex plan down to an A4 page. I’ll just 
tape the pages together for the full picture or compress the 
document to A4 and cross reference it to a screen. I’ll work on 
drafts	in	A4	size	and	send	the	final	version	to	a	print	house	for	
A3 copying. 

The truth
Compromising on print quality and size by relying on an A4 
size page can result in missing important details and making 
unnecessary mistakes, which can look unprofessional. Using an 
A3 page can increase the font size, making data clearer and 
easier to read and understand.

Including all the details on one page provides a complete 
picture and makes a bigger impact on the reader,  
which is especially important when communicating  
important information.
 
When	it	comes	to	accuracy,	the	Office	Printing	Habits	Report	
from Fuji Xerox Printers found that nearly one in three small 
business staff prefer to proof read on paper. It’s easy to miss 
small mistakes when editing on a screen and errors are hard to 
change	once	the	final	draft	has	been	sent	to	a	print	house.	

Including all the details on 
one page provides a complete 
picture and makes a bigger 
impact on the reader

7 ways A3 printing makes visual 
communication easier and clearer

1. Easy-to-read spreadsheets. 

Complex spreadsheets, compressed to A4, often require  
a magnifying glass to read effectively and spill across to 
two separate pages. An A3 page will increase font size, 
making data easy to read and provide the whole picture  
on one page.

2. Accurate financial reports. 

Compressing	data	to	fit	on	one	piece	of	paper	can	have	a	
negative	impact	on	accuracy	and	leave	important	financial	
information open to interpretation. 

3. Clear, sharp designs and schematics. 

Printing complex drawings or schematic diagrams on A3 
paper will provide more detail and have a greater impact on 
the reader. Fine detail that would otherwise be lost on an 
A4 page can enhance the visual dimension when presented 
on A3.

4. Easy-to-understand flow charts. 

Communicating	complex	information	using	a	flow	chart	
can be challenging at the best of times. Doubling the size of 
a chart on an A3 page makes it easier to see  
and comprehend. 

5. More informative graphs. 

Graphical representation of data can provide a more 
meaningful analysis of key information and trends.  Printing 
graphs on A3 instead of A4 will ensure this representation 
has full impact and make data analytics easier  
to understand. 

6. Greater creative impact of posters and signage. 

If you regularly print posters or signage, you’ll appreciate 
how much more effective a message is communicated 
when presented in A3 when compared to A4. 

7. More manageable, portable schematics. 

A construction diagram or an architect design that’s printed 
on	a	large	format	(A1	or	A2)	device	can	be	almost	unwieldy	
on-site.		A4	is	too	small	to	provide	sufficient	detail,	while	A3	
can provide the right balance of detail and manageability.



Fine detail that would otherwise 
be lost on an A4 page can 
enhance the visual dimension 
when presented on A3. 
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Visual communication is becoming 
increasingly important in today’s fast 
paced business environment, with 
research showing that people remember 
80 per cent of what they see or do, 
compared to just 10 per cent of what 
they hear1. 

Accuracy and readability are crucial 
when developing visual communications 
materials, especially when it comes to 
legal or technical documents. Minor 
errors, whether they are incorrect numbers 
or	a	missed	word,	may	incur	significant	
costs in the long run. In addition, poorly 
presented materials may compromise 
your professionalism and reputation. 

For those that deal with complex 
information, investing in an A3 printer 
can	deliver	significant	improvements	to	
how customers and staff experience your 
product or service. 

Investing in an 
A3 printer can 
deliver significant 
improvements to 
how customers and 
staff experience your 
product or service. 

The ability to print high quality 
A3 documents in house can: 

1. Give you added competitive 
advantage and boost your brand. 

Your plans and proposals can stand out 
from the competition with clear, detailed 
presentation that your customers can 
easily digest. 

2. Enhance control of project deadlines.

Managing your printing needs in house 
will give you greater control over when 
and how documents are printed. No 
longer	are	you	at	the	mercy	of	fitting	in	
with other printing projects or the hours of 
a printing house. 

3. Reduce printing costs. 

Bringing printing in-house can eliminate 
the high costs of outsourced per page 
printing. You can keep a lid on unnecessary 
printing by setting usage permissions for 
all users, ensuring only those that need 
certain functions can access them.  

4. Equip staff to work on the go by 
fitting in with mobile needs. 

Staff mobile devices and tablets can be 
connected	directly	to	the	office	printer,	
which means they can print directly from 
the palm of their hand. 

5. Increase productivity. 

From $1.85 a day and small enough to 
fit	on	a	desktop,	a	compact	A3	printer	
can be placed at arm’s length in each 
department. This reduces the time spent 
moving to and from the printer. 

6. Allow you to do more with less. 

Choosing a desktop A3 multifunction 
printer means you can fax, scan, copy and 
print A4 all from the convenience of a 
compact, high performance printer, ideal 
for small workgroups. 

How to boost the bottom line  
with A3 printing 

1	The	Reading	Brain	in	the	Digital	Age:	The	Science	of	Paper	versus	Screen,	Scientific	American,	11	April	2013,	
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/reading-paper-screens/	

Wyzowl, The Power of Visual Communication
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Choose a device that is 
engineered to reduce paper 
jams, operates quietly and 
delivers a high level of 
operational reliability.

What to look for when buying  
an A3 printer

It pays to do your research before you invest in an 
A3 printer. Here’s a list of questions to ask before 
you buy:

1. Will it grow with my business? 

As with any technology investment, it’s important that your A3 
printer	can	be	modified	to	meet	the	requirements	of	your	business	
over the long term. Look for a modular device, which allows more 
components	(such	as	paper	trays)	to	be	added	as	your	business	
grows and its needs change. 

2. How big is the printer? 

Smaller	models	take	up	less	space	in	the	office	and	with	
advancements in printing technology, can often deliver similar 
benefits	as	larger	devices.	

3. How much does it cost? 

Desktop A3 devices, such as the Fuji Xerox DocuCentre S2520, are 
now available from $1.85 a day. 

4. Is it energy efficient? 

The	Office	Printing	Habits	report	from	Fuji	Xerox	Printers	found	
that 95 per cent of small businesses don’t consider environmental 
features	when	purchasing	office	equipment.	This	is	a	significant	
missed opportunity to reduce the business’ carbon footprint and 
energy costs – and there is a simple way to correct it.  Before you 
buy, check the printer is ENERGY STAR® compliant. There are 
products available that allow you to understand your workgroup’s 
usage patterns and automatically adjust between power saving 
and ready modes to help conserve energy. 

5. What are the consumables requirements? 

Toner-saving functions allow you to manage your toner usage 
and costs by choosing toner settings best suited to your business’ 
needs. 

6. How easy is it to use the printer? 

Consider how easy it is to replace toner, use the touchpad and 
implement a maintenance program. It is worth discussing 
options for managed print services with your IT provider, as 
this can alleviate the frustrations of maintaining the device, 
troubleshooting issues and managing the supply of consumables. 

7. How reliable is the printer? 

The last thing you want is staff wasting time on dealing with 
printer issues. Choose a device that is engineered to reduce paper 
jams, operates quietly and delivers a high level of operational 
reliability. As a general rule, look for fewer moving parts, advanced 
print head technology and a well-designed paper path. 
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The DocuCentre S2520 is an affordable A3 multifunction device 
equipped	with	all	the	essentials	to	take	on	any	office	task.	
Compact, eco-friendly and featuring superb performance, this 
device	is	set	to	dramatically	improve	efficiency	in	your	office.

From $1.85 a day, it is an ideal black and white solution for small 
business. It can print and copy up to 25 A4 pages and 13 A3 
pages per minute, and scan up to 28 A4 colour pages per minute, 
so you spend less time waiting. 

It	features	a	flexible,	modular	design	that	can	grow	with	
your business. Automatic double-sided printing and a duplex 
automatic document feeder for double sided scanning boosts 
business productivity, while enhanced toner save function  
and ENERGY STAR® and RoHS compliance helps to reduce 
carbon footprint. 

For an affordable and compact colour A3 printing solution, 
consider the DocuCentre SC2020.

It features a flexible,  
modular design that can grow 
with your business. 

The Fuji Xerox Printers Solution

To learn more about the Fuji Xerox DocuCentre range, visit:
www.fujixeroxprinters.com.au

http://www.fujixeroxprinters.com.au


Fuji Xerox Printers is a leader in printing and document technology, committed to helping  
small	to	medium	businesses	find	a	printing	and	document	management	device	that	saves	money	 
and	time,	and	improves	efficiencies.	

We provide a vast range of high quality printers and multifunction devices with the freedom of mobility, so 
you have greater control of documents, costs and productivity. 

Our	business	partners	help	businesses	of	all	sizes,	including	those	working	from	a	small	home	office,	to	find	
the right document management solution. 

Learn more at:

www.fujixeroxprinters.com.au
Xerox, Xerox and Design, as well as Fuji Xerox and Design are registered trademarks or trademarks of Xerox Corporation in Japan and/or other countries and are used under license. MARS5267

Join our community:

http://www.fujixeroxprinters.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/user/fujixeroxtv
https://twitter.com/fujixeroxprint
https://au.linkedin.com/company/fuji-xerox-printers

